Global Engagement Grant
Activity Report
Welcome home! We look forward to the opportunity to hear more about your travels and international
engagement. Please take a few minutes to reflect on your experience, answer the questions below and
return this form to educationabroad@viu.ca.
Purpose
The Global Engagement Grant program is designed to support VIU faculty and staff
with Travel and Program Development funding as they work towards VIU's internationalization goals.
Activity Reports are shared with VIU colleagues to assist with future planning and proposal
development, and portions (particularly the testimonial in # 6) may be uploaded to our website to be
shared with the greater campus community.
Name:

Report Date:

Dr. Michael Govorov

Faculty or Area:

May 15, 2019

Geography Department, MGISA/ADGISA programs

Type of Grant Received:
☐ Travel

☐ Program Development

☐ International Work Opportunity
☐ a. General
☐ b. Leave for Change Program

Dates of Travel (if applicable):

1-24 March 2019
Country(ies) Visited (if applicable):
Belize
Partner Institution(s) / Organizations Visited (if applicable):

University of Belize (UoB)

1. Please include the original 25 word summary outlined in your proposal:

The overall project goal is to help the establishment of the University of Belize (UoB)
Certificate program in GIS (CGIS), and form working academic relationships between VIU
MGISA/ADGISA programs and UB CGIS.
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2. What did you achieve in relation to:
a. The program goals (as outlined in the Program Guidelines)
To help the University of Belize (UoB) to establish and start Certificate program in GIS (CGIS), the
following activities were accomplished:
1. Reviewing the CGIS courses' curriculum and exchange course materials with UoB;
2. Deliberating logistic to start delivery of CGIS program with UoB Chancellor, the Dean and
GIS faculties;
3. Conducting three-days' workshop for GIS professionals whose organizations can potentially
send students to CGIS program;
4. Delivering guess lectures and lab assignments for NRMP3401 GIS for Natural Resource
Managers students.

b. Your professional learning goals
For the project, the following materials were developed or adopted and then delivered for the Remote
Sensing workshop participants and UoB students:
• Remote Sensing workshop included classes:
o Principles of LiDAR Remote Sensing - 2 lectures and 2 labs
o Microwave Remote Sensing Introduction - 2 lectures
o Hyperspectral Image Analysis - 2 lectures and 1 lab
• NRMP3401 GIS for Natural Resource Managers course included classes:
o Web GIS - 2 lectures and 2 labs
o Remote Sensing Data Acquisition and Exploration - 2 labs
My intercultural teaching practice were enhanced further.
All existing material used in VIU were adopted to Belizean context by using local spatial datasets. The
Workshop topics, requested by UoB GIS faculty, Dr. Santos Daniel Chicas, are quite advanced, and it took
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further steps could be taken.

I have not been in Central American and Caribbean countries before visiting Belize. However I
worked with two Belizean students as a professor in VIU MGISA program. During my visit, I
communicated with my former student, Alfred Cal, almost on daily basis and involved him into the
workshop delivery. Mr. Cal built his teaching experience. I built working and friendship relations
with UoB GIS faculty, Dr. Santos Daniel Chicas as well as with the Dean of Faculty of Science
and Technology. I found that UoB faculty members were responsible and dedicated teachers. I
meet with a few instructors from the Faculty. I found that Belizean high school education students
has very good preparation level. I learned more about Belizean culture and liked it. I would like to
establish a new project with UoB and its CGIS program.
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3. Describe any unexpected events, either positive or challenging, and lessons learned.
UoB CGIS program was planned to commence in September 2018, and then in January 2019, but
did not started due to insufficient enrolment number. The original plans which were to visit UoB
and deliver a few guess lectures and labs for the CGIS program were changed and most of efforts
were focused on supports to start the CGIS program in September 2019. A success of these
efforts will be evident in September 2019. However, my visit at UoB was visible and practical about 25 UoB bachelor students and 12 Belizean civil servants were trained in fields of GIS and
Remote Sensing. Lesson learned was not a surprise as VIU ADGISA program also has the similar
issue at the beginning of its establishment. Exchange of solutions and approaches how to
overcome challenges and to start the CGIS program should be useful for UoB.

4. Describe how your grant activities have supported internationalization in your department and
the VIU campus.
The visit was the first academic activity between UoB and VIU's GIS program at UoB, and support
the goal of establishing a partnership between the Universities that should foster further
opportunities for faculty and student exchange between the Universities.
VIU's GIS programs are looking to establish growing ties to the University of Belize, following
recent collaboration as part of VIU's Queen Elizabeth Scholars (QES) program. VIU GIS team is
looking for more international opportunities to recruit more well-suited international students for its
Maters' program, as well as to find research projects in which ADGISA and MGISA students can
be involved.
Lecture and assignment materials developed for the workshop and BNRM programs' guest
lectures and labs will be adopted and re-used in ADGISA/MGISA domestic programs.
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5. What have you done (including planning) to share and disseminate your learning? Please
provide links to any social media posts or news/stories/blogs that relate to the impact of your
experience and grant activities.
Lecture and assignment materials developed for the UB workshop and CGIS program will be
re-used in ADGISA/MGISA courses in the similar way as learning materials, which have been
developed for Ukrainian and Lithuanian international projects conducted at VIU, were adopted for
the domestic programs.
Results of the grant can be presented on one of VIU's international events for example during
Global Citizens Week.

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE
This section may be published on the website and social media, along with any submitted photos.
6. How has this experience influenced you as a globally-engaged VIU employee?
* This is your opportunity to provide a witty, thought-provoking and brilliant testimonial for us to
showcase the amazing global citizens we have here on campus!

VIU is one of Canada's leaders in GIS and Spatial Data Infrastructure training. The University has
seven staff who are experts in Geoinformatics technologies, three of whom teach full time in VIU's
Master and Advanced Diploma in GIS Applications (MGISA and ADGISA) programs, which are
delivered in face-to-face and online modes (https://socialsciences.viu.ca/mgisa/ and
https://socialsciences.viu.ca/adgisa). Dr. Michael Govorov, led the establishment of the MGISA at
VIU, supervised Ukrainian CIDA and Lithuanian EU grants in GIS training, and would be
interested to continue collaborations with University of Belize in the field of GIS and Remote
Sensing education.
Attached photos' descriptions:
IMG_2832.JPG - Remote Sensing workshop activity lab - digital processing of Lidar dataset
IMG_2844.JPG - Remote Sensing workshop activity lab - digital processing of Lidar dataset
IMG_2853.JPG - the group of Remote Sensing workshop participants (Belizean Government civil
servants) at University of Belize campus
20190321_143112.jpg - Maya temple: place to visit in Belize

Submission:
Please submit this form by email to educationabroad@viu.ca. We request that you submit photos to
complement the report (up to 5), along with a description of each attached photo.
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