Global Engagement Grant
Activity Report
Welcome home! We look forward to the opportunity to hear more about your travels and international
engagement. Please take a few minutes to reflect on your experience, answer the questions below and
return this form to educationabroad@viu.ca.
Purpose
The Global Engagement Grant program is designed to support VIU faculty and staff
with Travel and Program Development funding as they work towards VIU's internationalization goals.
Activity Reports are shared with VIU colleagues to assist with future planning and proposal
development, and portions (particularly the testimonial in # 6) may be uploaded to our website to be
shared with the greater campus community.
Name:

Report Date:

Julie Froekjaer-Jensen

Faculty or Area:

July 15th, 2019

PD&T - AbEd

Type of Grant Received:
☐ Travel

☐ Program Development

☐ International Work Opportunity
☐ a. General
☐ b. Leave for Change Program

Dates of Travel (if applicable):

May 26th - June 2nd, 2019
Country(ies) Visited (if applicable):
Thailand
Partner Institution(s) / Organizations Visited (if applicable):
International Association for Public Participation (IAP2)
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
The School of Government and Public Policy (SGPP), Indonesia

1. Please include the original 25 word summary outlined in your proposal:

I plan to participate in an international forum, which will help to enhance VIU's capacity to
engage and implement the UN's Sustainability Goals as a part of a wider international
learning community.
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2. What did you achieve in relation to:
a. The program goals (as outlined in the Program Guidelines)
1. My participation at IAP2 contributed to VIU's internationalization efforts by putting the
implementation of the SDGs into a wider international context and by connecting with other
Post Secondary Institutions at the Forum who were also looking at how best to engage the
SDG as academic institutions.
2. In my position as a liaison to community partners, I carry out a number of community
engagement activities. The IAP2 (International Association for Public Participation) exposed
me to a number of strategies and best practices of how to engage the public - in particular in
the context of implementing the SDGs
3. I work directly with Indigenous Peoples and communities and the forum exposed me to a
number of Indigenous issues as they relate the SDGs in an international context. I had an
opportunity to engage with Indigenous people from South East Asia and learned how similar
their concerns are to the communities I work with in my role as the Aboriginal Services Plan
Program Coordinator at VIU -Powell River Campus.
b. Your professional learning goals
4. "Contribute an international perspective to the wider campus community": It will be important
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issues of concern to Indigenous Peoples in particular i.e. Land rights, access to resources,
water, poverty, gender equality, youth empowerment, education - key aspects of the SDGs.
6. Enhance international understanding amongst students, staff, faculty and instructors: There
were over 17 different nations represented at the IAP2 Forum at the UN building in Bangkok,
which provided a wonderful opportunity for cross cultural exchanges and understanding.

c. Your personal Intercultural Learning Goals (as outlined in advance of your grant
activity); please identify what supported you in achieving this learning and/or what
further steps could be taken.
I have not spent time in South East Asia before and I looked forward to stretch and broaden my
cross-cultural competency by engaging with people from that part of the world. The Forum included over
20 different nations and was designed to provide a very rich and diverse cultural environment for
engagement and learning, which it did well. Visiting Bangkok and dealing with the intensity of the city was
a big experience in and off itself and I was afforded plenty of opportunities to go beyond my comfort zone
in terms of finding my way around the city, being exposed to the culture and interacting with people in a
cultural context so very different from my own.
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3. Describe any unexpected events, either positive or challenging, and lessons learned.
The trip to Bangkok was fairly short and I had no real unexpected events take place. However, eventhough
my time in the city was limited, I was reminded of the importance of getting out into my environment on
foot and found the time to do so, rather than only moving from "bubble to bubble" i.e. - taxi, to venue, to
restaurant, to hotel etc.
Furthermore, my trip and participation at the Forum brought some much needed perspectives onto why it
has always been very important to me to stay locally grounded when engaging any kind of development
and engagement work (whether it be at home or abroad), in order to keep the work useful and relevant to
the people it is trying to serve. The experience also gave me a renewed sense of commitment to stay
engaged with current on-the-ground work that is being carried out by Maya friends of mine in Guatemala for the reasons of supporting local work where the impact is felt the most.
As much as I appreciate and enjoyed the opportunity to meet practitioners from across the world at
international forums like IAP2, and as much as I see the importance of the work at the level of
international and national policy making, I find that the true grit, talent and value in development work lie
in the hands and heart of people whose lives are place-based. It is here I find inspiration, passion and heart
to sustain my own work.

4. Describe how your grant activities have supported internationalization in your department and
the VIU campus.
I believe that the international perspectives and experiences I gained from participating in the IAP2 Forum
will be valuable for the furture engagment of the university community around the implmentation of the
SDGs, both within the university community and regionally - this includes connections to other universities
who are also engaging the SDGs with their own student population and local context.
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5. What have you done (including planning) to share and disseminate your learning? Please
provide links to any social media posts or news/stories/blogs that relate to the impact of your
experience and grant activities.
Please find in the following a few links related to the outcome and documentation of the Forum:
Write-up about the outcome of the Forum on IAP2's website:
https://iap2.or.id/international-forum/
Link to Forum Presentations:
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1q4B-L0TbohlLrzsy0me2dtlXdvFJ-f28
Link to Forum Documentation:
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ETEoZNexXe7F37D2XycmCreRdPsh52J9
Furthermore, I will be meeting with Courtney Vaugeois and Graham Sakaki from MABRRI on the Powell
River Campus on July 23rd to share more about my experience at the IAP2 Forum in relations to exploring
MABRRI's and VIU's role in implementing the SDGs across the university campus and in the Mount
Arrowsmith Bioregion.

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE
This section may be published on the website and social media, along with any submitted photos.
6. How has this experience influenced you as a globally-engaged VIU employee?
* This is your opportunity to provide a witty, thought-provoking and brilliant testimonial for us to
showcase the amazing global citizens we have here on campus!

The Global Engagement Travel Grant afforded me the opportunity to meet and be in
conversation with other international public engagement practitioners, scholars and policy
makers on what we need to do to tackle the great collective work of implementing the
UN's Sustainable Development Goals for 2030. More than anything, my experience
highlighted the great need for a growing population of globally engaged citizens, who are
culturally and locally grounded in their work and practice.

Submission:
Please submit this form by email to educationabroad@viu.ca. We request that you submit photos to
complement the report (up to 5), along with a description of each attached photo.
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